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         Text 11
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Jerry Flour, 43,S. Philadelphia:  The day the Pope came to Philadelphia
(What happened when you saw the Pope?)

Abs
1. The day the Pope was in I stood out there from 9:30 in the morning.

2. He didn’t show up till about 4 o’clock,

3. An’ he just whizzed by, okay?
Or

4. So anyway, between 9:30 an’ 4 patience were growin’ thin,

5. An’ behind me was two women,

6. One was about ninety,

7. The other one had to be –She looked about 40 or 50
8. But he could o’been 20

9. That’s how bad she looked.

10. She looked like she got a bottle of .. of uh uh make-up

An’ just poured it on her head

An’ let let it run down her body,

11. An’ that—she had her make-up on

12. An’yunno, I don’t hold anything against anybody what nationality they are okay?

13. Uh, so the balloons that they had kept pokin’ me in the back all day,

14. An’ I had to be hunchback all day from –from about 11 o’clock on.

CA

15. So finally my wife asked me If we switch spots,

Because I had my 35 millimeter with me,

An’ I wanted to take a nice picture

16. An’ I  says “Well, I don’t wanna move,
because if I move people gonna complain.

17. Sure enough, they did

18. Meanwhile, as she moved,  of the balloons hits my wife in the face,

19. An’ she—“Oh, watch the balloon

20. “Oh shut up” 
21. They started, “Be quiet”
22. “You son of a bitch”
23. An’ “God damn shit”
24. An’ God damn that

25. An’ my wife turned around to her,

26.  says “Now you oughtta be ashamed of yourself, talking that way
when the Pope is comin’ down the street

27. An’ he was comin’ right down the street

28. So anyway
29. (What kind of people—what kind of people were these?)
30. Uh what kind of women were they? Nationality?

31. [nod]

32. They were Polish.

33. But I did—I didn’t care what they were, 

34. They were Catholics,

35. An’ they were usin’ the “goddamn” an’ all that,

36. An’ my wife had said to them, “Y’know, you have the Pope comin’ up the street,

37. Shame on you for talkin’ like that.”
38. The women tells my wife “You oughtta go to church,

39. You should stay outta bars.”
40. An’…. Turn around,

41. An’ start watching’

42. I heard the older woman say “I’d like to smack her in the face.”
43. An’ I just got uptight about it,

44. An’ I got  hold of the balloon,

45. An’ I popped it.

46. An’ I pointed to her

47. An’ I said, “Listen old lady, “You see that one tooth you have in your mouth?

48. How would you like to shit it out tomorrow?

49. I’d like to see you raise a hand to my wife,”
50. So the other says “That’s my mother you’re talking to.”
51. An’ I popped her balloon

52. I  says, “Now if youse be good little girls,

I’ll buy ya a Mickey Mouse balloon”
Or
53. So we’re watching out

54. Meanwhile, the Pope wasn’t very far away at this time,

55. An’ he came whizzin’ by,

56. An’ the crowd dispersed….

57. An’ (h)ere you ‘re in South Philly, predominantly Italian

where we were, between McKean an’ Mifflin,
CA

58. An’ they said to me, “Ya dago.”
Ev

59. Well now, this is what I mean, now

60. I’m very prejudiced against people that are prejudiced against me

CA

61. An’ I turn around

62. An’ I call ‘em *Ya Pollack, ya meathead*

63. *Ya dago

64. You’re a dirty dago”
65. An’ I just walked up to the old lady again,

66. I put my hands on her shoulder

67. Because she was backin’ offa me,

68. I did wanna hit her

Ev

69. But I said *I can’t do it

cuz I would kill her,

CA

70. I said to her *Why don’t you just kiss my dago prick?

71. She says’ *Ya dago.”
72. I looked at the other one

Ev

73. I says *Look Pollack, instead of going into the bar, 

Why don’t you go 
an’ wash off all that stupid make-up ya got
an’ then get another bottle of it 

An’ pour it on your head?’
74. An’ they kept  “Dago.”
75. So I just turned around

76. And walked away

77. An y’know,, that’s what I mean about bein’ prejudiced against people

who’s prejudiced against me.

